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Editorial 
Oxytocin-an essential drug is used widely for inducing labour. But unfortunately it is being misused in 
several means. Dairy farmers used it to extract milk from cows and buffaloes. Not only this drug makes 
cows barren sooner but also lowers the lifespan of the animal, thus causing economic loss to the owner 
in the long run. This hormone drug is also used by many farmers to plump up vegetables like-pumkin and 
bottle-gourd. Medical experts point out that sustained use of the drug can cause hormone imbalance in 
humans and harms the reproductive system of animals, reducing their life span. Similarly, it was reported 
that minor girls were given repeated and unregulated shots of oxytocin injection to speed up their sexual 
maturation. Moreover, consuming this hormone unknowingly through Milk, vegetables, which causes 
several dysfunctions in human body. It is very harmful for humans who unwittingly are made to consume 
this hormone. Humans face all the harmful effects of this drug. Children are most susceptible to its 
effects and it is known to have caused imbalanced hearing and weak eyesight. Common symptoms are 
exhaustion and loss of energy. Expecting mothers should avoid milk that may have been adulterated with 
oxytocin because: 
• Their children are born with deformities and low resistance levels are bound to have an adverse 

effect on the child. 
• Oxytocin increase the risk of Post-partum hemorrhage 
• Individual women may be hypersensitive to oxytocin and it can inhibit breastfeeding 
• Oxytocin seriously affects the growth of hormones especially in females because of which minor girls 

attain early puberty. 
Govt. of India has taken several steps to curb this menace, through a notification vide no. 29 E dated 
17.01.2014 and a recent circular dated 22.10.2014 
1. The manufacturers of bulk oxytocin drug shall supply the active pharmaceutical drug only to the 

manufacturers licensed under the Drug and Cosmetics Rules, 1945 for manufacture of formulations 
of the said drugs 

2. The formulations meant for veterinary use shall be sold to the veterinary hospitals only 
It is felt that apart from strict implementation of regulation the following measures may be adopted- 

• Generation of awareness amongst the farmers through the concerned departments. 
• Generation of awareness amongst the traders through trade associations. 
• Generation of awareness amongst the general public through NGOs. 

Dr. Subhash C. Mandal, Editor 

 

 



 
Health ministry notifies 5 NIB 
scientists as government analysts 
Following notification of 5 National Institute 
of Biologicals (NIB) labs as central drug 
testing labs, the Union health ministry has 
notified 5 NIB scientists as government 
analysts for a specified class of drugs 
through a notification in exercise of the 
powers conferred under sub-section(2) of 
section 20 of the Drugs & Cosmetics Act, 
1940. 
NIB scientists notified as government 
analysts are Kanchan Ahuja, Dr Reba 
Chhabra, Dr J P Prasad, Dr Renu Jain and 
Ajanta Sircar. 
The class of drugs includes blood grouping 
reagents, human immunodeficiency virus, 
hepatitis B surface antigen, hepatitis C virus, 
human albumin, human normal 
immunoglobulin, human coagulation factor 
VIII and human coagulation factor IX, 
plasma protein fraction, fibrin sealant kit 
and anti-inhibitor coagulation complex, 
recombinant insulin and insulin analogues, r-
Erythroprotein (EPO) and r-Granulocyte 
stimulating factor (G-CSF). The class of 
drugs also includes glucose test strips and 
fully automated analyser based glucose 
reagents. 
It will be a big boost to the analysis and 
quality control of majority of the imported 
drugs available in Indian market and also 
those manufactured within the country. 
 
Katoch Committee Report on the Bulk 
drugs will be implemented soon: 
Ananth Kumar 
The Union Minister for Chemicals and 
Fertilizers, Shri Ananth Kumar has said that 
the Katoch Committee Report on the Bulk 
drugs will be implemented soon. Speaking 
at the Annual Conference of 
Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices in New 
Delhi today, he said that the Ministry has 
already accepted it and other Departments 
are being consulted on the Report. 
The Minister said that the Pharmaceutical 
Sector in the country is a sunrise industry, 
with large potential and India can be a 

world leader in it. For this, enabling 
infrastructure, regulation and Tariff 
structure are required. He said that the 
Government is working to set up Pharma 
Parks, Bulk Drugs Parks and Medical Devices 
Parks. These will help in getting affordable 
and unencumbered large parcels of land and 
common facilities for the industry, thereby 
reducing the manufacturing costs by 30 
percent which will make Indian pharma 
industry competitive in the world. 
The Minister, while responding to the 
inverted duty structure issue, stated that he 
will lead a delegation along with MoS (C&F) 
and the Pharma industry to present a 
memorandum to the Union Finance Minister 
before the budget session. 
Shri Ananth Kumar said that he is also 
pushing for the idea for a separate Ministry 
of Pharmaceutical and Medical Devices, so 
as to give a boost to the sector. The 
Minister talked about the promotion, 
encouragement, enabling atmosphere and 
regulation in a good measure so that quality 
affordable drugs are available to the 
common masses of the country. 
While concluding his address, the Minister 
(C&F) reaffirmed that there will be 
regulations and the Government will 
intervene to make medicines available at 
affordable rates to all sections of the society 
in the country. 
The Minister of State for Chemicals and 
Fertilizers Shri Hansraj Gangaram Ahir said 
that the government is working to facilitate 
the growth of pharma sector. He said that 
there is need to do good and effective work 
in the field of research and development in 
the sector. 
Shri Ahir said that checking the prices of 
medicines is essential to make them 
affordable for the common masses. 
The Secretary, Pharmaceuticals, Shri 
V.K.Subburaj said that India has been 
exporting medicines to over 200 countries, 
but the growth has mainly been in the 
generic segment. He said that the sector 
offers big opportunities for growth, and the 
central Government is working in the 



direction, in consultation with all the 
stakeholders, including the state 
governments. 
Ref. DrugsControl.org 

World’s 1st dengue vaccine cleared for 
use in Mexico 
 
The world's first dengue vaccine has won 
regulatory approval in Mexico, raising hopes 
that it could prevent more than 100 deaths 
there a year and eventually millions around 
the world.  
Globally, dengue affects about 400 million 
people every year, according to the World 
Health Organization.  
The Dengvaxia vaccine is being 
manufactured by French pharmaceutical 
giant Sanofi. The company has requested 
regulatory approval in 20 countries across 
Asia and Latin America, but Mexico was the 
first to green flag it.  
While the price tag has yet to be decided, 
the vaccine is likely to generate more than 
$1billion a year in revenue for Sanofi, said 
Olivier Charmeil, head of the company's 
vaccines division. "It's the innovation of the 
decade," he said. 
Mexico's National Vaccination Council will 
meet to decide whether Dengvaxia will be 
among the vaccines the government 
distributes without cost, the head of the 
health regulatory agency, Mikel Arriola, said. 
Mexican health authorities estimate the 
vaccine could prevent 8,000 hospitalizations 
and 104 deaths per year. 
Scientists have long been stumped by 
dengue, which has four separate strains, 
forcing researchers to find a drug able to 
fight all of them at once. Clinical tests, 
carried out on 40,000 people from 15 
countries, have found Dengvaxia can 
immunize two-thirds of people aged nine 
years and older, rising to 93% for the more 
severe form of the disease, dengue 
hemorrhagic fever. 
Source: The Times of India 

Study compares safety, efficacy of 
once-weekly diabetes drugs 
UK researchers analyzed data from 34 trials 
involving 21,126 type 2 diabetes patients 

who took one of five once-a-week glucagon-
like peptide 1 receptor agonists and found 
the drugs performed similarly in terms of 
reducing blood glucose, heart disease risk 
factors and hypoglycemic events. The 
findings in the Annals of Internal Medicine 
also showed dulaglutide, exenatide and 
taspoglutide performed better on reducing 
weight and HbA1C levels than albiglutide 
and semaglutide.  
Ref. Reuters 

Australian researchers identify protein 
tied to hepatitis C suppression 
  
Researchers from the University of Adelaide 
found that IFITM proteins induced antiviral 
response to prevent the entry of hepatitis C 
virus into the liver. "This improved 
understanding of the host response to 
[hepatitis C] infection, and the [hepatitis C 
virus] entry process, will provide new 
direction for the development of therapeutic 
treatments to either heighten this natural 
response, or generate mimics to target the 
virus specifically," said Michael Beard, head 
of the university's Viral Pathogenesis 
Laboratory.  
Ref. Specialty Pharmacy Times  
 

DTC drug ads are likely to stay  
The American Medical Association recently 
called for a ban on direct-to-consumer drug 
ads. Such a ban would require an act of 
Congress, but pressure from physicians 
could lead to compromise with the drug 
industry, Ed Silverman writes.  
For details: 
http://www.statnews.com/pharmalot/2015/12/08/am
a-ban-drug-ads/  

Cancer drug prices vary widely in 
Europe  
The cost of patented cancer medications 
varies dramatically among Western 
European countries, with the UK, Greece, 
Spain and Portugal paying the least, and 
Sweden, Switzerland and Germany the 
most. The price differences among countries 
ranged from 28% to 388%, according to a 
study in The Lancet Oncology.  
Ref. PharmaTimes (U.K.)  
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